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SERIES EDITOR’S PREFACE TO BODIES IN
RESISTANCE: GENDER AND SExvAL PoLITICS
IN THE AGE OF NEOLIBERALISM

As with my first edired book thar started the series, Womsen
Sustainable Livelshoods (2012), this coliection s the product of good
conversations, innovative rescarch, fnendshups and memorable encoun
ters. In the case of Bodses in Resistance there were two key cvents at the
International Institute of Soctal Studies { 188 ) of Erasmos Unsverwity n The
Hague in 2013 (The Intercultural Dudogue on Sexualiey, Reproductive
Health and Rsghts in Development: Gong Beyond the Comtor: Zone
[June] and Theones and Practice in Crvx Innovanon: Buideng Bodges
among Politics, Markets and Gender/Sexuality ) thas wntiased the discus
s1ons in thas book.

The fruit of those discussions are now published three vears kter and
are still vitally relevant. Neohiberalism and the new developmentainm are
Proving to be endunng, and the hopes for new forms of democracy con
tnue to be sorely challenged. Abortion s an even more crocil s with
the nse of fundamentalism in different parts of the world, and o n
carly 2016 with the hormfving news of the zka vires transemrsed by the
Acdes species of mosquito leading 1o the nsk of thousands of pregaant
women having babies with mucrocephaly. The polins of the body as place,
combimng health, covronment and communty responses, s growing i
importance in the wake of chmate s Foumm sofdansty and socul
justice movements are finding new challenges with the rse of ann migrane
sentiment, the threat of the phadst mubitn: growp “ldasse Staze”™ and
connnuing gender-based vicdence m workd confices. The volume's detasied
examination of gender and sexmal polinoy resomases with the sexual nghes
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CHAPTER )5
e S ubject of Porn Researc,. I
Bodies and Lines of Reg;gt

nC]llil‘in g
dNce

Karen Gabyiel

INTRODUCTION

The current status of research into pornography is marked by several rather
antradictory tendencies. On the one hand, the volume of research and
writing on porn has been steadily increasing, and gaining a degree of aca-
demic acceptability within the Western academy—particularly since Linda
Wiliams’ volume on porn, Hard Core: Power, Pleasure, and the “Frenzy of
e Visible” (1989). In Eric Schaefer’s words, “she made it safe” for schol-
as10 engage with porn “and not face the wrath of steaming administra-
trs, snickering students, and their apoplectic parents” (2005: 8). That is,
“within the field of film and media studies adult film and video is now an
acepted, and legitimate, area of scholarly inquiry” (2005: 10). On the

other hand, work on porn continues to be stigmatized, as Georgina Voss
2012) notes:

l,m subjected to constant questioning about the social and acaden:!i:
Y‘l“,‘ of the research from my peers and therefore t?cc_dcq o cpnst:rn“i
Wstify and validate the research. I also experienced trivialization of my
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Education | Working Paper Series 10 (2018)

Smita Gandotra

A Good General Knowledge of Geography: Learning to Read in
Benares, c. 1870

Abstract:’
In 1867 an unusual experiment in female education took root in Benares city when the Maharaja of
Vizianagram decided to sponsor schools for girls from poor upper caste families. He drew upon the
experience of a range of people — a Welsh entrepreneur, a Sanskrit pandit, and a Baptist schoolmistress.
Their collaboration was a studied response to instructional traditions within Benares. The Maharaja also
commissioned a series of distinctive Hindi textbooks that introduced geography, history, science and
mathematics to their readers. These books were far in advance of what was usually considered an
appropriately gendered curriculum for young girls. The Maharaja's schools grew into one of the most
successful projects of their time. The paper examines the premises of the project and the character and
conditions of its success. The lens of "geography" in its various connotations - urban, print and as a school

discipline - offers a perspective on questions of institutional autonomy, textbook culture and pedagogy in
relation to women in colonial Benares.

<1>

On one of her regular tours to Benares, Mrs. Graves, an inspector of schools in the North Western
Provinces, approvingly noted, "the women are well advanced in Arithmetic and have a good general
knowledge of Geography . . . the arrangements generally are excellent".” She was visiting schools richly
endowed by Vijayarama Gajapati, the Maharaja of Vizianagram. He opened four schools in 1867-68 for girls
from poor upper caste families. Under the Maharaja's patronage a diverse group of people - a Welsh printer,
Sanskrit pandit and Baptist missionary schoolmistress - helped foster the project. This alliance across race,
class, caste and gender created a unique pedagogic environment, with each member of the team
contributing a distinctive strain of influence, often at variance with others in the group. Among the group was
Pandit Ramjasan, commissioned by the Maharaja to craft a graduated series of Hindi textbooks, Stri Shiksha
Subodhini (1869-70).% The title page of each book is inscribed with a ship in full sail — a sign of the new
frontiers crossed. The books are unusual as they introduce "new knowledge" (nayi vidya) through
geography, history, science and mathematics, subjects that constituted the standard curriculum for boys in
the region. The Maharaja's schools are an example of prescience in institutional autonomy, collaborative
enterprise and instructional print culture in colonial north India. As such they enable an understanding of the
patrons as well as the beneficiaries of education reform.

In the first years of their existence, the Maharaja's schools were unanimously hailed as the most successful

experiment of their time, with hundreds of girls on the roll.® This composite and assured initiative presents a

* Acknowledgements: | thank the anonymous reviewer for their comments and suggestions. | am grateful to
Indra Sengupta and Jahnavi Phalkey for their support during the period of the TRG fellowship. |
1 Report on the Progress of Education in the North Western Provinces, 1869-70, p. 89. |
2 Pandit Ramjasan, Stri Shiksha Subodhini, Part |, Benares: Medical Hall Press, 1869; Pandit Ramjasan, |
Stri Shiksha Subodhini, Part 11, Benares: Medical Hall Press, 1869; Pandit Ramjasan, Stri Shiksha |
Subodhini, Part Ill, Benares: Medical Hall Press, 1869; Pandit Ramjasan, Stri Shiksha Subodhini, Part IV,
Benares: Medical Hall Press, 1870.

3 In the first year 167 girls were enrolled in the schools. This number grew to 619 by 1875. Report on the
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6 Maritime society in an
early modern port city

Negotiating family, religion and
the English Company in Madras

Mahesh Gopalan

In the first half of the seventeenth century, agents of the English East
India Company were exploring various locations along the southern Coro-
mandel for the establishment of a factory. The commercial success of the
Dutch East India Company at Pulicat and the Portuguese at Santhome,
respectively, influenced the choice of the English East India Company, who
selected the region around Pulicate Lake and the Palar River. After survey-
ing the region north of Pulicat and further south, these officials eventually
settled on a location between the Triplicane (Cooum) and the Elambore
Rivers, and in 1638 they received a grant from Venkata Nayaka to establish
a factory there. Thus began the English establishment at Madras, which
began as a small trading outpost and grew into a fortified company fac-
tory called Fort St. George and was supported by a rapidly growing urban
settlement extending beyond the fort walls. Over the next three decades,
the English settlement at Madras attracted many of the Portuguese, Indo-
Portuguese and other residents from places like Santhome and surround-
ing areas and therefore became a notable site of cross-cultural dialogue.
The growth of English commerce and the declining fortunes of Santhome
shaped the English Company’s interaction with local producers, merchants
and European free traders who now sought to relocate their business from
the English port. It resulted in the growth of the urban settlement and a
growing distinction between the white and black town. By the eighteenth
century the spaces that offered Madras a distinct physical identity grew
to include surrounding villages like Triplicane, Chetput, Nungumbakum,
Egmore and the Portuguese commercial centre of Santhome (Love 1913;
Neild 1979; Watson 1980; Marshall 1998).

In the seventeenth century the English East India Company also under-
went a significant transformation. Through periodic renewals of its char-
ter, the company secured a number of privileges from the English Crown,
which empowered it to project itself not just as a trading entity with a
monopoly over East India trade, but also as a bona fide representative of
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Abstract

The library and information services have witnessed transition due to conceptual, technological and users' needs. The recent
developments in the educational organizations and the users' needs have found few technological factors to consider changing
trends. The chapter has discussed various aspects such as services, their composition, alterations and role in library's position in
the academic community. The library staff and gradual developments have been discussed along with the infrastructural strengths
in library. The facets such as educating the users through the information literacy and metaliteracy; Electronic Information
Resources Collection, Building and Management and Creation of Web presence among Library Users are highlighted. Digital
Information Services and waving the freshness of innovation; Creating Awareness by being among the users and enhancing
learning and need of “Innovation and serving the users at individual level” have been discussed in the context of role in research
support.

Request access from your librarian to read this chapter's full text.
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The JMC Review, Vol. Il 2018

The End of Humanities, Or, the Critique of Utility and the Utility of Critique

KAREN GABRIEL®

In an age when our understandings of the terms ‘human’ and ‘humanistic’ have become
substantially shaped by questions of use, applicability, marketability and monetization,
leading to a powerful and serious challenge about the relevance of the ‘humanities’, it has
become urgent to respond to that challenge. This paper is an attempt to map the contours of
this field today; the challenges to it; current and possible responses to that challenge; as well

as trace some of the implications of all of these.

Martha Nussbaum in her well-known book on education (2010) recalls Rabindranath
Tagore’s ideas of education and observes that Tagore went on to found Shantiniketan and
Viswa Bharati, both of which have long departed from the Socratic and humanistic ideal that
inspired them, and which they were established to promote, ‘now it is just like any other
single-subject-model university, largely aiming at market impact’ (2010: 19) However, both
the school and the university were designed ‘around the idea of critical thinking and
empathetic imagining, an interdisciplinary liberal arts model. This is quite unlike most Indian
and even European universities today, which have long been structured around the single-
subject rather than the liberal arts paradigm’ (ibid.). And the humanities are to be regarded as

a critical component of a liberal arts education.

We may understand Nussbaum’s phrase, ‘structured around the single-subject’, in a different
sense—that the ‘humanities’ are structured around the human subject.' Prior to the
Renaissance in Europe, the centralisation of authority in the feudal world, and its steep,
almost rigid, pyramidal social structure, inevitably encouraged the production of discourses
of knowledge that affirmed and reinforced this structure. Thus, the discourses of knowledge
were centred mostly outside the individual, in the production and elaboration of ideas,
concepts, postulates and principles that explained, justified, obfuscated and enforced the
sharply uneven power distribution in this social structure—in ‘God’ (theology), in the world

of ‘God’ (cosmology), in sovereignty and the monarch (law and jurisprudence), apart from

* Associate Professor, St. Stephen’s College, University of Delhi, New Delhi. Email: gabriel.karen@gmail.com
54
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Turning RIg

r and higher education n

ttention over the last
mmw'mmmaw s rnment has been in
swo decades, from whichever gove
denced by a plethora of commissions
g y ' f education
being formed to ‘reform the field of e
Begnning with what 1s popularty referred to as the
‘Birla-Amban Report’ of 2000, down to the recgnt{y
released report of the 'All Iindia Survey on Higher
Education (2016-17), more has been written and
discussed about reforms in education, by the
government as well as various interested private
players, than perhaps at any time before, in
independent India These reports also register some
major changes from previous reports (which,
incidentally, were only from the government), such as
the Radhakrishnan Commission's (1962), or the
Kothari Commussion's (1970), in their understanding of,
and approach to, education Of these changes, the
most striking one s the shift in emphasis from state
funding for education in the earlier reports, to
repeated and increasingty detailed recommendations
1o educational institutions to seek private funding, as
well as for state facilitation of increased private

parucipation in the education sector, in the later
feports

Amu\er.lessobvoous,thoughpemapsevenmre
significant change between the earlier and later

The education secto
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ht, LosINg Rights
Educational Reforms in the Modi Regime

1964-66 (1970 [1966]), ME““",‘ e,
)

Similarty, the Report of the

Commission report, states, for reta ~\
3

education system should
of fundamental social, me;w
However, it also deviates fr:: ::“‘)
(which discusses ‘values’ in very ;:‘h
referring to these as specifically indgn g
values’, that ‘can alone provide the ——
also the instrument - for the W,,!;
se;unty and welfare’ lvi; emphases added Ty,
point of some significance that | will s e
But beginning with the 1386 report notad e s
followed the Kothari Commission repert, ke
no longer just one among many seme
(information, knowledge, personaity st s
enhancement, discipline, etc] that ae =
through education; rather, they are gwes a9
and special status, as a paroulary dseec
education, worthy of recognition ad s
attention in its own night Thus. ﬂ'_:
education’ is introduced in the 1986 et
significance reiterated and P
less than ten further reports ”E“::;f
education’, culminating in the oiumt ¥
Secondary Education’s (CBSE) e
Education — A Handbook for Teachers o ¥
in short then, the first fort¥ df:
independence saw the pf L
docu'r)nents on education i m:’(
mantanng thit ;"
government, both W
educatnoms!hedu!v'"d dw' -
and both treating the toP< € .:fzi

fairly generally Even the 7,

emphasizes 'Indian e

on the one hand. 'values
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Abstract

Increasing number of toxic gases is posing a serious threat to mankind.
The sources of these gases could be either natural (volcanic eruptions) or
manmade (chemical industries or terrorism by chemical warfare
reagents). Transportation of hazardous liquids or vapour liquid could
pose a risk for leakage into surroundings and hence an immediate safety
program is needed. Usually gas detectors are used which operate by
measuring the concentration of gases that are battery operated. The
various conventional techniques includes electrochemical sensors (work
via electrical signals when a gas is detected), solid state semiconductors
(get triggered when gas comes in their contact), Infrared sensors
(interact with gas molecules changing the path of light) and catalytic
sensors (work via catalytic oxidation more specifically for combustible
gases which on oxidation bring about changes in the wiring resistance).
Advanced nanotechnology (carbon nanotubes. Graphenes, quantum
dots) and the supramolecular polymers has allowed to design much
better efficient sensors that can easily sense the gases even when they
occur at very low concentration that are more economical too. These
sensors could be either wirelesss or could carry an electric current when
exposed to some toxic or hazardous gas that has an NFC tag which
resonates with the electromagnetic fields sent out by some electronic
device if the sensor is distant enough from the source of gas. These
sensors can prove a boon to defense services for soldiers which can
easily detect chemical weapons. They are also useful to people who work
around chemical factories, petroleum refineries and hazardous waste

treatment and are prone to gas leakage. Hence the society could be [/ﬁ/kl:/’ P

made safer place to live in with the use of these techniques. ’
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